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Ladders are pieces of equipment that help people climb up and down things and even get to 
new heights. They’re held together by rungs or steps for balance and stability. When you take 
your first step onto a ladder, you can either get off or continue forward. Today, I choose to 
continue forward on this ladder of life. Graduating from high school will be a major 
accomplishment, but I can’t stop there. I have to keep climbing and pushing myself until I’m in 
the position to be where I want to be in life and even give back. I plan on using my 4-year-
degree to inspire others by giving representation, helping others get theirs, and taking action. 
 
 In the fall, I plan on attending Georgia State University to major in nursing. I never 
thought in a few months I’d be moving to Atlanta, especially because of my circumstances. 
Growing up in a low income black family, I had very little hope. There were times when I wanted 
things for Christmas or even my birthday and my mom would tell me “I can honestly tell you, you 
won’t be getting that” or “I don’t have it”. That discouraged me and also caused me to have very 
little hope with certain things. I never expected much, so I had to work hard for everything I 
wanted. By obtaining my next educational degree, I want younger girls and boys to look at me 
and say, “She came from a small town and did it. So can I.” I want to be someone’s 
representation, and get people away from the stigma that small town people can’t accomplish or 
have big dreams. 
 
 I can’t expect people to look at me for inspiration without at least helping one person 
accomplish one of their educational goals. People never forget a helping hand, and I plan on 
being that for someone. During my scholarship process, it’s been hard to find people to support 
my college journey. I’ve been searching everywhere for someone to have a little faith in me and 
give a helping hand, but that’s rare to come by. This is why I want to sponsor or give a helping 
scholarship to at least one person a year. I hope this is an annual thing that I can do for any 
incoming college freshman. I want to give them all of the opportunities that I didn’t have, and 
hopefully, they pay it forward.  
 
 One of the best things about ladders is you can take breaks. You can stop and go 
whenever you please. Once I obtain my 4-year-degree, I would be done with my bachelors 
process. However, I would still like to have a doctorate in nursing. Therefore, I would have to 
take action and repeat the process all over again until I get where I want to go. Instead, this time 
it will take a little longer since I’m not going straight into college again. I believe that you should 
take time to perfect your craft. Nothing good comes when you rush. I want to learn the art of 
nursing, get a feel for it, then go on to become a nurse anesthetist. I also want to pass this 
knowledge onto everyone else who looks up to me. I want to show them that you don’t have to 
rush to get to where you want to go. Slow and steady always wins the race, and you can even 
give a helping hand on the way. 
 

I know that I’m not the only influence a young man or woman may have, but the fact that 
I will be one will still make a difference in my community and even the world. Although I talk a lot 
about my long term goals, I work actively everyday to make myself a better me for myself and 



my short term goals. I work so that I can be someone’s Lebron James or Beyonce. I want to be 
their representation that they can do it too. This inclusivity will make someone feel included into 
society, and will be their first step into the ladder of their own success. I also want to be a 
helping hand, not just a figure. I rarely had people support me on my journey, so giving back 
and being someone’s support will benefit both me and them. It will make me feel accomplished 
and will boost their self esteem and confidence. When people feel good about themselves, they 
believe they can do great things. So, when posed the question: “How do you plan on using your 
4 year degree to inspire others?”The answer is simple: by giving them a reason to be inspired. I 
mentioned earlier how I’m choosing to move forward on my ladder, but there’s a quote I try to 
live by. “You can never climb the ladder of success with hands in your pockets.” I can’t wait to 
give back to the community that gave so much knowledge and wisdom to me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  


