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Imagine a prosperous community in which there are successful black doctors, attorneys, 
entrepreneurs, real estate agents, and more. The streets are lined with black-owned businesses, 
majestic banks, hotels, movie theaters, clothing stores, and contemporary homes. All around, 
there are people who resemble you, who you may not personally know, but feel a connection to. 
The community is filled with people who are doing well for themselves and are just overall 
happy. This is what Black Wall Street was like and if Black Wall Street existed today, it would 
have an immense impact on African Americans. This is because it would provide a safe space for 
African Americans to be themselves, inspire African Americans to achieve all that they can, and 
help reduce the economic disparities that are present today.  

If Black Wall Street existed today, it would impact African Americans by providing a 
safe space for them to be themselves. A lot of times, we tend to censor ourselves in some way to 
be acceptable to other people. This can happen in the workplace, school environments, or even 
when having simple everyday exchanges. With Black Wall Street, there would be a place 
designated for black people to be unapologetically black. There would be no reason at all to be 
self-conscious about the way we choose to wear our hair, the way we speak, the way we dress, or 
the way we express our culture. All forms of blackness would be accepted and celebrated. Black 
Wall Street would also provide a place where African Americans could escape from any 
injustices or discriminations of the outside world. This was the case for the Black Wall Street of 
the 1900’s, or the Greenwood District of Tulsa, Oklahoma, as it was initially known. “For years, 
it was a beacon for African-Americans looking to escape the discrimination and violence of the 
Jim Crow South and live a peaceful and safe life” (Goodwin). If Black Wall Street were here 
today, it would provide a safe space for African Americans.  

Additionally, Black Wall Street would be impactful today by inspiring and motivating 
African Americans to achieve all that they can. It can be easy to be discouraged or think it’s 
impossible to achieve something when you don’t see anybody who looks like you as 
representation. However, this was not the case for Black Wall Street. Many of the residents 
belonged to the middle and upper class and were business owners, entrepreneurs, and even 
doctors, or lawyers. The region was filled with high-achieving African-Americans breaking 
through the many obstacles that were placed against them at that time. Being surrounded by such 
greatness and success in Black Wall Street today, would be living proof to all the little black 
children that it is possible to reach whatever goal they set for themselves and be the greatest they 
can be. As children, we can have the brightest dreams, but won’t put in as much effort to make it 
a reality, if we deem them as unrealistic or unattainable. Seeing people who look like us doing 
what we thought was impossible can be the push and support that a lot of us could use. 
Therefore, Black Wall Street would benefit African Americans today by being an inspiration and 
a huge motivation. 

Lastly, Black Wall Street would impact African Americans today by reducing economic 
disparities. In recent decades, much of North Tulsa, including the Greenwood area, have been 
faced with economic challenges. During 2015 to 2019, labor force participation in Greenwood 
and North Tulsa, which are over 75% Black, remained below national and state levels. Also, the 
share of the population living below the poverty level in Greenwood North Tulsa increased from 
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the 2000s to the late 2010s. (Gines and Wilkerson) In Black Wall Street, many of the residents 
earned and then spent their money entirely within the area of Greenwood. This allowed 
Greenwood to become a hub for the Black dollar to circulate and resulted in one of the most 
wealthiest and self-sufficient African American regions in the country. “The average income of 
black families in the area exceeded “what minimum wage is today.”... a “dollar circulated 36 to 
100 times” and remained in Greenwood “almost a year before leaving’” (Fain). Black Wall 
Street today could potentially help with many economic issues and not only in Tulsa. With a 
long chain of black-owned entrepreneurial businesses, we could spend money within ourselves 
in order to support and uplift ourselves. It would indeed bring greater wealth and opportunity to 
the community and help reduce economic disparities that African Americans face.  

Black Wall Street was a valuable time in our history as well as an example of what we as 
Black people can achieve when we are in control of our own resources. If Black Wall Street 
existed today, it would impact African Americans by providing a safe space, inspiring African 
Americans to achieve all that they can, and by reducing the economic disparities that are present 
today. The possibilities of what we can do are infinite and Black Wall Street will forever live on 
in history as demonstrating that. 
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